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are? Nor is it obvious how one who is surrendered to its
influence can be expected to decline the offer of a furtive
and prudent licence to his appetites, which adds, as he
thinks, to the agreeableness without increasing the obliga-
tions of life. It is assuredly from his armoury that all the
weapons of argument are borrowed, which try to beat back
the missionaries of moral purity and the redressois of the
most shameful of all wrongs. From his point of view, their
adoption of the Christian aim at inward sanctity, and their
trust in the feasibility of all duty and the victoiy of all
right, are dreams of romance, which can visit no eyes open
to the light of day. Even in the affairs of bargain and
contract between man and man, the rules of integrity are by
no means the measure of private advantage; and the scru-
pulous tradesman who will keep only genuine goods and
honest scales, and promise nothing that he cannot perform,
is laughed at as a ' slow-coach,' and outstripped in the
competition of the market by the rival who drills and plugs
his weights, or exports wooden nutmegs and needles without
eyes, or dresses up his flimsy calicoes with heavy mineral
and glaze. To the adventurer of this "cute7 type, it is a
small thing that he cannot often repeat his tricks; for he
operates upon a scale that makes once enough; or, if not,
he can at least change the market, and finish his fortune in
a trice. The whole history of Statecraft shows how difficult
it is for strict veracity and honour to cope with the un-
principled arts of the wily diplomatist; who quickly seizes
the crisis when a courageous lie may turn the balance and
secure the triumph of a nation's policy. However hurtful
these things may be to the moral health of society, their
immediate success condones the offence for the individual,
and wins his coveted prize of wealth or fame. In order to
keep an equilibrium between the social and the personal
happiness, and prevent either from disturbing the other, a
man must desire nothing that does not accord with the
public wish. He must be 'a thorough conformist to the
opinions and methods of his party or his age; if he deviates